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“When the judge said | was a free man, | started crying.”

Tingle exonerated m Beach assault

Case of jogger’s abduction
called a mistrial after victim
doubts identification of man

BY LYnn WaLTz
STAFF WRITER

VIRGINIA BEACH — Jofin &, Tingle J&. walked
ol of court s free man Wednesday after Judge
Thomas S, Shadrick declered o mistrial in the
obduction end assault of a North End jogeer last

year.

Tingle sobbed as he bugped family members
who bave prayed for his release since be was sent
to jail lost August after his conviction. The family
left lor their Ocean City, Md., bome hours after the
courl hearing, delaying Tingle's long-awailed
bomecoming only long enough to toast his freedom
over hunch with defense amormeys

"I couldn™ sleep Lot night,” Tingle asid, Iaogh-
ing and crying at the same time. “When the judge
mald T was o free muan, | started crying. 1 couldn®
help it

The family came to visit Tingle every Sundsy
during the 149 days he was in jadl. Tingle missed
his saster’s wedding and spent his 26th birthday in
8 jail coll He had boen sudving fo be & chef m
Johnson & Wales cooiing school when he was
arrested

Tingle was freed after the victim in the abduc-
ton, Melissa Hellstrom, said she was no longer
sure he was the man who sitecked her near the
Oeeanfront in February 1993, Tingle's attomeys
Wednesday praised Hellstrom for telling a judge
[ast week about ber doubts. Shadrick released Tin-
gle on a 510,000 bond afver that hearing

“1 cnnnet pradse Mellssa Hellstrom enough,™
defense nitorney Randall Clark anid. “There hove
been two victims in this case. Hopelully, they can
bith go on and get beyond this”

Tingle thanked ane of his sttorneys, Janet Rinal-
di, who betbeved in his innocence and bulldogped
hls vase for months He also thanked the media,
;:rhl:h brought guestions aboul bils puilt to the pub-
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WOTOVE MAKARILRA S5 Doubts about Tingle's guilt escalated in the fall
Jotn 5. Tingde Jr. hugs his sister, Natalle Tinglo Stuart, oftor a judge declared a mistrial in his comviction. Family members
came to visit Tingle every Sunday during the 149 days he was In jail Please sev Tinghe, Page D4




John 5. Tingle Jr. clinks glassoes with defense lawyers Randall Clark and Janet Rinaldi. He celebrated with his lawyers and family
members Wednasday at Rockafeller's Inc. after being exonerated in the abduction of a North End jogger.

Tingle: Prosecutor will not seek new trial

Confinued from Page D1

a5 police and defense attorneys be-
gan noticing” similarities between
Tinghe and a man wha was the sub-
ject of a police investigation into a
series of .

Those doubts culminated in an
mmsunlhearlmm December when

Tinghe's conviction,

Shadrick ruled then that Tingle's
conviction and 10-vear senténce
would stand, Without concrete evi-
dence o the conirary, Shadrick
said, the victim's certainty that Tin-
gle was her attscker still prevailed.

Detectives’ doubts about Tingle's
guilt and guestions raised in the
media about & possible misidentifl-
cation bothered Hellstrom, she tes-
tified last week. When she read that
the look-alike suspect, Kerri Chari-
ty, had been arrested on a repe
charge Christmas Eve, she asked

prosecutors to allow her to sse him.
Charity has not been charged In
Hellstrom's attack,

After looking at pictures of Char-
ity, then sseing him in court, Hell-
strom said she began o doubt her
identification of Tingle as her at-
tacker.

“They're both very similar to
what I remember from the side,™
Hellstrom told the judge during last
woirk's hiarings, “T've always ques-
tioned myself. I've never felt like I
was perfect, o throughout this én-
tire thing I"we always had sn open
mind; but my first true doubt came
after 1 saw that picture.”

Both men are about & feet tall
and weigh about 155 pounds. At the
time of the attack, both wore their
hair in tight braids. Both have deep,
articulate voices, square chins, high
angular cheskbones, are black with
medium to light complexion and
are in their Xs,

Prosccuior Pamela Albert op-

posed the motion for a mistrial
Wedneasday, saying it was inappro-
priate, but offered no aliernative.
Albert was silent when Shadrick
asked for her input into a possible
resolution in the case, then replied

“The commonwealth i not in a po-
sition 10 suggest any action. We
would like the court to take whatey-
ar action it deems appropriate.”

Defense attorneys, who initially
asked for a dismissal and acquital,
mﬂﬁuﬂnjud&ehﬂm
tion over the case and still had the
authority to take any action neces-
sary to avald an injustice.

Shadrick granted the motion for
ristrial and ordered a new irial
Albert immediately told the judge
she would not seek pew prosecu-
thon. Shadrick then declared Tingle
“a free man”

Hellstrom bowed her head and
began sobbing in the front
row as Tingle and his family left in
an emational embrace,

gle and his family in the hallway,
victim-wilness advocates whisked
Hellstrom out of the courtroam.



