The defense said
the wrong man
was convicted.
The judge sided
with the victim.
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VIRGINIA BEACH — John Tin-
gle was sentenced Wednesday to 10
years in prison for attacking a
Morth End jogger, despite mounting
evidence that Tingle coold have
been confused with a serial rapist
still at large.

Tingle's attorney, Janet Rinaldi,
belicves the rapist, not Tingle,
attacked the jogger Rinaldi said
new evidence that bolsters her the-
ory was unfairly withheld until just
before Tinghe's sentencing.

On Wednesday, she asked Circuit
Judge Thomas 5. & ick
more time to investigate, but he
dended the request.

The new evidence came in a let-
ter sent to Rinaldi by prosecutors
Tuesday afternoon. The letter said
a woman who was raped while Tin-
gle was in jail gave a description of
her attacker that was nearly identi-
cal to a description of the attacker
in the Tinghe cases,

When shown a composite draw-
ing of the attacker in the Tingle
case, she said it looked more like
her assailant than the composite
police had drawn from her descrip-
tion of her attacker.

Tingle's attorney says this shows
that the serial rapist looks enough
like her client that the jogger,
Melissa Hellstrom, could have
been confused when she identified
Tingle as her attacker.

Progseciutors, however, sad the
rape victim did not think a picture
of Tingle in the newspaper looked
hke her attacker, Farthér, the nc-
tim sand she had kooked at 50 many
compasites that they began to look
alike,

After a lengthy closed-door ses-
gion 1n Shadrick’s chambers
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Man sentenced despite doubt
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Steven Tingle, 24, comforts his sister, Laverna Tingle, 28, at the Virginia Beach courthouse Wednes-
day after their brother, John Tingle, was santenced to 10 years In prison for attacking a jogger.
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TO DOUBT?

John Tingle's appearance Is
a cloze match to victims'
description of a serial rapist,
and that has raised questions
as to whether Tingle was
wrongly identified as the man
who attacked a Virginia Beach
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Tingle's attorney said if jurors
had been shown the two com-
posites together, it might have
created a reasonable bt.
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none of the Oceanfront rape
victims noticed a similarity to
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